Death or Life

Soul to Soul, Spirit to Spirit   —   Good morning.   

The name of this talk is Dead or Alive.  But it could also be called, ‘Choose ye this day, life or death.’  And those two words kept coming and coming to me this week; death and life, death and life.  I was drawn to investigate further.  I was drawn to contemplate, ponder what these words mean.  I know they don’t mean what we have been taught.  I know they don’t mean the concepts that we have of them.  

So I went to that temple within to receive guidance and I was led to this book and to that Scripture and this talk today is going to be what came out of that; dead or alive.  Take a moment and become still and take no thought.  Let the message resonate with you and just listen and we’ll see what we can see.


We are going to start with something I found in the book, ‘The Mystical I,’ and it really says in four paragraphs what has taken me seven or eight talks to try to get across.  See if you don’t hear it, those of you who have listened to the previous talks, see if you don’t hear it in these four paragraphs from ‘The Temple Not Made With Hands.’

There is within every person the Christ-Self, the real Self, the I.  On the spiritual path, the goal is the attaining of conscious union with that Self.

And those two words, ‘conscious union’ mean precisely what it is that we have to do.  We must have the conscious awareness, the conscious living awareness of being at one with that Self, with that real Self.  We must have the inner conscious feeling of oneness with that Self.

 On the spiritual path, the goal is the attaining of conscious union with that Self, or the attaining of the realization of the Christ as our identity. 

The feeling of conscious union with the Christ Self is the realization of the Christ as our identity.  This must be a conscious perception, a conscious experience.  That’s probably the word we need more than any other.  It must be a living experience.  Having thoughts about this is not what we are talking about.  That is only a step toward the experience.  So having thoughts about our Christ Identity, our real Self, is not enough.  Reading the words in this book may cause you to ponder and have thoughts about it, but that’s not enough.  That’s a start that is what would be called the letter of this particular truth.  We must go farther, we must have the Spirit.  And here we have the two words showing up.  The letter killeth or leads to death, but the Spirit giveth life - dead or alive.
This requires a “dying daily” to the human part of us, the outer part, and being reborn as this true identity; “dying” to the limited sense of self and being reborn into or as our perfect Self, the Christ-Self.

These words that we use here, these words that he has spoken, which have been written down; ‘into’ and ‘as’; they are important words.  We die to a limited sense of self and are reborn into or as our perfect Self, the Christ-Self.  See, this is a living experience.  But let’s read this through and then we will get into it.

On the other hand, if we can overcome the human self, if we can “die,” if we can put off that human self with its belief in good and evil and awaken to our true identity, then we are through with patchwork, through with demonstrating some good today and wondering what we will have to meet next year.


Within each of us is the perfect Self that has never fallen, has never left heaven, (That again is another line.  I am trying to read this straight through but I can’t make it.)  
Within each of us is the perfect Self that has never fallen, has never left heaven, and therefore can never gain heaven.  It is already a state of heaven. 
Those two lines, one and a half really, are just remarkable.  They can be taken into meditation for a year or two.  They are pregnant, they are full of life.  So let’s say them again.

Within each of us is the perfect Self that has never fallen, has never left heaven, and therefore can never gain heaven.  It is already a state of heaven.

Already we have established in just two paragraphs and one and a half lines, that there’s no tomorrow heaven and no human being is going to be resurrected into heaven.  But rather the human being is going to be put off so that we may discover our Self that is heaven; a state of heaven.
 It is already living the perfected life, the spiritual life, the Christ-life that can never be crucified, can never be resurrected, and cannot ever be ascended.  It already is the perfect Self, the son of God, or the Christ within us.  It has been called “the hidden manna,” the “pearl of great price,” the robe of immortality.


This son of God is you; it is I.  Actually, it is our Self, and we do not patch It up; we do not demonstrate for It; we do not heal It; we cannot even make progress with It.  We can, however, bring to light in our experience this perfect Self, our Christ-Self.  But in order to accomplish this we do not go into meditation with the idea of meeting an outside problem, for our spiritual goal (this should be our goal) is not developing a self that has no problems, but “dying” to the self that has them.

Do we see the difference?  We are not trying to demonstrate spiritual principles so that our human self can have no problems.  We are not trying to make a perfect mental image called a human self.  But rather, we are to die to the self that has them.  And here we have that word again, “die” - dead or alive.  Die to live.  These words are repeated over and over and over, particularly in the book of John, which we are going to get into in a little bit.
But here, Joel has summed up what I have been wanting, hoping to get across in the last seven or eight talks, which is that we must put off mortality and put on immortality.  That’s another line that has the entire kingdom of heaven in it; it has the entire path, the entire Way.  It has I in it because I am the Way.  We must put off mortality and put on immortality.

Let us take and go into the Scriptures and see what we can see, with this idea of dead or alive.  We’ll start with John, Chapter 10.  We’ll just read a little bit of it, starting with verse 7.

Then said Jesus unto them, verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.

I am the door:  by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.
The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.

Remember, Scriptures have nothing to do with ‘out here.’   Scriptures have to do with within.  This is an inner experience.  This is the I within your Consciousness speaking to this outer self, speaking to you really.  And it says ‘I say unto you, I am the door,’ and so there is a door within you which leadeth unto life.  ‘All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.’  We read a moment ago in the ‘Mystical I’ that we must die to the human self and awaken to our true identity.  And here our true Self is calling to us, is speaking to us and saying, ‘I am the door.’   All the identities you have ever had, age after age, before now, were thieves and robbers.  Why?  Because they stole from you your true identity.  As you lived in this outer human identity and identified with it, you came to believe that is what you were.  And that leadeth to death.  There’s the word again.  That identity out there leads to death.  In fact that identity out there is dead.  It is the walking dead.

But there is an identity within, a real identity, the Christ Identity, that spiritual I of you.  Of you, it belongs to you, it is you.  That I, that identity leads to life.  Which makes one wonder what life is?  Particularly if you thought this out here is life.  So the I of you says, ‘I am the door.  All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers.  I am the door.  By me, if any man enter in, he shall be saved and shall go in and out and find pasture,’ or nourishment, or maintenance or sustenance or life.

If you find your true identity and if you enter into It in your meditation and drop this outer mental image or sense concept or human identity, if you enter into It, in the silence of your being and have communion with It, then you can go in and out and find life.  The thief, that is the human identity, now this is your Self talking to you, so let’s put it that way, the human identity cometh not but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy, in other words it leads to death.  But I, your true Identity, am come that you might have life, and that you might have it more abundantly.  So this inner Spiritual Identity leads to life.  Whatever life really is or should be.

So that was the first thing that came to me in connection with this dead or alive, death or life.  And then, as I read along, I came to Chapter 11 and I know we have all heard this story as far as the raising of Lazarus from the dead, but let us look at this a little differently now.  Let’s look at this as if this is an internal experience, as if this is our true Self speaking to us.

Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.

Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.

When Jesus heard that, he said, this sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.

So they are seeing a man who is sick and Christ is seeing the same thing he saw back here a few chapters ago, which we had a class on, the blind man, he is seeing another opportunity for the glory of God to manifest itself.  All of life is that Infinite Divine Consciousness manifesting Itself, glorifying Itself.  That is what Christ sees.  That is what you are in your true identity.  That’s all that can be seen.  It is the walking dead that sees these other things; blind and dead.  But then the Christ of our identity said that, said it outright.  He said to one of us, “Follow me.”  And we said, “Well, I can’t, I have to go home and bury my father.”  And he turned on him and said, “Let the dead bury the dead.  Come and follow me.”  This was his true identity telling him, “turn ye and live.”  There is that word again; life, dead, dead or alive, death or life.  
Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was.

Now that is a pretty interesting thing to put in there, don’t you think?   He loved him and so as soon as he heard that, did he hasten to go there?  No, he loved him and yet he stayed two more days still in the same place where he was because that inner Self is not looking out at these pictures as if they are real.  There is no life in them, they are dead.

Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judea again.

His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again?
Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day?  If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.
The editor in this Bible has down there, ‘sunlight,’ which shows really the unenlightenment of this editor because that is not what he meant at all.  If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.  And “I” am the light of this world and I am the light.  So walking in the day means walking in the light that I am.  And if you walk in the light that I am you don’t stumble, no one can stone you.
But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him.

That should have given us a clue right there; “light in him,” not sunlight.


These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, our friend Lazarus sleepth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.

And now we are entering into this story and it is not an outer story.  This is an inner experience.  And this might be your true identity speaking to you and saying you are asleep.


Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.


Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: 
You see?  If you are sleeping to your true identity, you’re dead.  I’d like to be a little more kind and gentle than that but here it is.  If you are sleeping, if you are unconscious of your Self, your real Self, if you are just a human being walking around, you are dead.  So the resurrection is coming out of the grave and into your true identity, consciously, consciously.
 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep.

Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.
And this is the Christ of your being, this is your true identity and it might just as well be saying, “Bill is dead, Mary is dead, Dennis is dead, Laura is dead, Chris is dead.  It might just as well be saying that outer human identity, no matter what its name is, is dead -- Death and life, death and life.
We have it so backwards as world thought always does.  This that we see and had thought was life is dead, is death.  Then what is life?  That is what we need to meditate on.  What is life?  Over and over and over, the Christ of our being, the Christ within us says, “I am the Life.  I have come to give you life eternal.  I have come that you might have life and life more abundantly.”  If this outer thing, this outer picture, this mortality, must be put off, this dead life must be put off, what is life, what is life eternal?  And if you have an inner realization of this, you’ll say to yourself, “My God, I don’t even know what life is.  What is life?  What is it?”

Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.

And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.

Now we will skip forward a little bit here.  I believe this next paragraph, or I feel, I have an inner feeling—I feel that Chapter 11, verses 23, 24, 25 and 26 are probably one of the greatest secrets given to us about life. We’ll start with Chapter 11, verse 21.
Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.
But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.

And here it starts:

Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.

Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.

Here is another misperception, misunderstanding of the world mind, of the dead mind because it always has things placed in duality.  Everything it looks at it sees through the eyes of the glass darkly, or duality.  And so it is saying here, well I know that he’ll rise again one of these days, sometime off in the future,  well, the last day, during some resurrection and so Martha is seeing a human being, a dead person being resurrected.  And yet no such thing has or ever will happen.   No human identity will ever be resurrected.  The human identity will only die.
Jesus said unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.

Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, (He turned on her immediately.) I am the resurrection, and the life: (Now here’s that word—life) he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.

So the I of you, your spiritual identity, says to you, right now, “There is no future resurrection, the human being will never be resurrected.  I am the resurrection, I am the life and if you experience Me, though you were dead, yet shall you live.”  
So this is an inner experience that must happen to us.  Furthermore, he says:

Whosoever liveth in me shall never die.  Believest thou this?
This is your Identity talking to you, your real Identity speaking to you now.  The Christ within you is saying, “Whosoever liveth in me shall never die.  Believest thou this?”  Well do you?  Do you believe it enough to bend every effort to die to self so that this Christ Self may rise up?  Because it is only Christ that is resurrected and it is not really resurrected, it is just that when the human self dies, the I is lifted up and comes into expression.  It was there, as Joel said, it is never resurrected, but it appears to be resurrected.  No human being is ever resurrected but our true identity, our Christ Self comes up out of the tomb and we have life and life eternal.  So what is this life?  

She said unto him, Yes, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the son of God, which should come into the world.

And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come and calleth for thee.
Some of the people said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?
Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave.  It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.

I like this.  This is sort of telling us that Jesus who was that Christ Identity, full blown, in conscious communion, walking this earth, groans in himself because he sees how the walking dead believe that they are humans.  Now he sees the reality of them which is all he can see.  But he also sees where they are stuck believing that they are humans.  So he can look and he can see someone who has a withered arm and he can realize that that picture is not the reality, and seeing the reality he could say, “What did hinder you?  Stretch forth thine arm.”

And here he is seeing a whole crowd and people that, well it says he loved Mary and Martha, he is seeing people suffer by believing that there is such a thing as death and so he groans within himself.  I think this is sort of the same feeling when he looked at Jerusalem and said, “Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I have gathered ye together under my wings, even as a mother hen, and ye would not.”  

And so he cometh to the grave.  It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.

Now remember this is a story to tell us about the raising up of our Christ Identity; the dying of self.  This is an internal experience.  And so this human person is in a cave with a stone on it.  That’s pretty much what it is when you are in the world mind. You’re in a dark cave and there is a glass darkly.

Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. 

And so Christ says to us, “Remove that glass darkly.”  Of course, Martha, who is the walking dead, says, “Oh, he has been dead for four days and by this time he stinketh.”
Jesus said unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?
The world-mind always has excuses doesn’t it?  “Well I can’t do this.  Well, I can’t die right now, I have responsibilities.  I can’t die right now, what will my family think?  I can’t die right now, what will happen to me?”  Well you just might find life and life eternal.
So they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid.  And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.
And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.
And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.

Now here, the Christ of Lazarus is bringing Lazarus out of his human identity and into his real Identity, into life, whatever life is.

And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. 
Here he is coming out of the grave and yet he’s still bound hand and foot and his face bound about with a napkin.   That is pretty much how we get here, isn’t it?  We’re ready to find this thing called Eternal Life and we hear the call, we hear our Christ Identity within us and it says, “Come forth.”  So we rise up but we are still bound.  But that is okay, because our Christ Identity says “Loose him and let him go.”  When God speaks the earth melts.  In your meditation, the Christ of you, as you commune with It says unto this glass darkly, “Loose him and let him go.  I have come to set at liberty the captives.”
You have been called to the feast.  You, hearing this talk, have been called.  If you understand this, if you can feel what is being said here, you are being called.  And you are being called to lay down your life.  “He that loses his life shall find his life eternal.” “He who loves his life in this world shall lose it. But he who hateth his life in this world shall keep it” unto life eternal.
In order to discover what life is, over and over in this talk we have said, what is life, what is life?  We know this out here, well, Mary Baker Eddy said, “Mortality is a myth,” so we know this out here is simply a myth.  Your human identity, all of it, bad or good, is a myth.  So we that hear this message are being told to lay down that life, put off mortality, die.  As Paul said, “I die daily,” and so daily, some part of the human identity must die because that is the walking dead.  That life is dead, it’s dead now.  It is not going to die sometime in the future.  It is dead now.  There is no God in it.  ‘The natural man receiveth not the things of God,’ because the natural man is dead.

Yet, in your inner meditation, your Christ identity, the I of you, is calling to you, inviting you to the feast, to lay down that dead identity and in its place receive life eternal; a life that is your true identity, your Christ identity, your perfect Self.  There is another Self and that Self must rise up and live through you and walk through you and talk through you and live as you.  And in your meditation you move into this Self and this Self moves into you.  ‘Abide in Me and let Me abide in you.’  This is your true Self calling.  

You, as a human being that is, the human being cannot resurrect the Christ.  The human being has no idea what life is.  So the answer to the question, “What is life?” is an individual experience of that life.  As you die to this false self, this human identity; in your inner chamber, in that temple not made with hands, you will begin to have an experience, a living experience of eternal life.  And that life will reveal Itself.  That life will live Itself.  ‘I live, yet not I, Christ liveth Itself.’ 

So your true identity, your true Self, your Christ Self, your real life will rise up and lift Itself up.  ‘I am the resurrection,’ when you die.  I will live you.  I will reveal life eternal as a living conscious awareness.  Not a word in a book, not a lecture, not a statement, not a belief, not a concept, not an idea; a living conscious awareness of something called eternal life; your eternality - your eternal Christ life.          

And now listen to what I feel is one of the most beautiful statements I have ever read and it is from ‘Leave Your Nets.’  And this is your true identity speaking to you.
I, the Lord, have called thee.  Why do you think you are here on earth?  Because I, the Lord, the Divine Consciousness has called itself into expression as your individual being.

So your true identity, the Divine Infinite Consciousness has called Itself into expression as your individual being.  This is what we are being called to do.  Lose your life and find your life eternal as an experience, an internal experience.  Stand ye still and behold the Christ resurrected, living where you are.  
‘I am the resurrection.  I am the life.  He that liveth in me shall never die.’

So we are instructed to choose death or life.  And this is the reason for Christ coming to you.  Now you must make the choice within your being, in the secret inner chamber of your temple not made with hands, choose ye. 

 Do you choose death or do you choose life and life eternal?  Turn ye and live for I have come that you may have My life, life everlasting.  I am the life.  I am your life.  Come, come.  I give you My everlasting life.
